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It began as a quarry, then it became a cemetery and now it is a public park and performance space occupying some eleven acres in city centre Liverpool.

For many years it had been a blot on the landscape, neglected, overgrown and largely given over to miscreants and drug abusers. 

All began to change in 2001 when a small group of local people, working with the Cathedral, the City Council and the London-based Conservation Foundation, set up the Friends of St James’ Garden and established it as a registered Charity. Largely through their efforts the Garden is cleaner, safer and used by more people than ever before. 

Friends offer a range of skills and talents and at a conservative estimate offer between them some 2,000 hours of input each year to supplement that provided by statutory bodies. 
There remains much to do:- decades of neglect cannot be righted within a year or two. Whilst the removal of inappropriate planting and the digging out of accumulated rubbish has allowed native species to thrive, it will be some time yet before on-going projects come to fruition. 

These include:

· Completion of a web-based record of all 57,000 burials 

· Renewal of the stonework above the north tunnel

· Restoration of the spring and its environs

· Opening up overgrown and long-forgotten pathways 

· The building of an amphitheatre on the Great West Bank beneath the Cathedral’s Welford Porch

Improvements to date have been much appreciated by the whole of our natural world – flowers, birds, rabbits, family groups and guided tours are now commonplace. 
Anyone interested in joining or supporting the Friends is most welcome.   The suggested annual subscription is £10 and this should be remitted to the Honorary Treasurer, 71 Rodney Street, Liverpool L1 9EX.

Further information can be found at www.stjamescemetery.co.uk  
